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7th & 8th Grade Science Syllabus
2011-2012 Mrs. Scaggs
Contact Information
Keeping in touch as needed is vital to your student’s success. Please feel free to contact me via e-mail or phone. I will respond to your e-mail within 24 hours and to phone calls within two business days. 

E-mail:  
27.jscaggs@heritageacademies.com  
Phone:  
517.327.0700 Ext. 218

My Plan Time: 

· 1st and 2nd Quarters I am available during 9th period (2:30 – 3:00). 
· 3rd and 4th Quarters I am available 8th period (1:50 – 2:20).

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Staying Informed 
Our classroom website www.sci78.weebly.com
A weekly newsletter is created by each grade level and available most weeks on Thursday. Seventh grade parents, please be sure you access http://sites.google.com/site/seventhgradeteam each week to view a copy, or request that a hard-copy be given to your student. 
Eighth grade parents may access http://sites.google.com/site/eighthgradeteam .Please contact your student’s homeroom teacher with newsletter requests. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Science Notebook

Organization is a key to success. To helps them stay organized, each student should have a tabulated 1.5” binder that they bring to science class every day. The contents of the binder are listed below:

	7th Grade Science Notebook Contents (Tab Headings)
	8th  Grade Science Notebook Contents (Tab Headings)

	1. Vocabulary

2. Resources

3. Chemistry
4. Science Fair

5. Weather and Water

6. Cells & Heredity

7. Force & Motion

8. Corrected Work
9. Corrected Tests/Quizzes

10. Extra Paper
	1. Vocabulary

2. Resources

3. Chemistry

4. Science Fair

5. Genetics

6. Anatomy 

7. Astronomy

8. Corrected Work
9. Corrected Tests/Quizzes

10. Extra Paper


Students are expected to keep all corrected work in their science binder for study material. Nothing is to be thrown away or recycled until the end of the year, as I am contemplating giving a mid-term and/or final exam in order to help better prepare students for high school and beyond.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Planners

Planners are available to each student in 7th and 8th grades. The cost for each planner is $4.00 and should be paid as soon as possible to the homeroom teacher. Students are expected to use their planners daily to record assignments and quiz/test dates. Planners are checked weekly by homeroom teachers. Students must use their planner daily in order to be eligible for the “Examples in Excellence” program.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Curriculum
Our curriculum is aligned to the State of Michigan Content Expectations. Below are the units we will attempt to study this year at each grade level in the order listed: 
7th Grade Units:
1. Introduction to Science –  The scientific method and inquiry

2. Chemistry - Subtopics: Properties of Matter; Phases of Matter; Mixtures and Solutions; Atoms; Elements; Molecules; Compounds; and Chemical Changes

3. Cells - Subtopics: Cell Theory; Organelles; Cellular Organization and Specialization; Cellular Environment; and Cellular Respiration
4. Weather and Water - Subtopics: Weather Measurement; The Atmosphere; Density of Gases; Heating of the Earth’s Surface; Seasonal Changes Across the Earth; The Water Cycle; and Weather versus Climate

5. Force and Motion - Subtopics: Newton’s 1st and 2nd Laws of Motion; Measuring Motion; Speed; Velocity; and Acceleration 

8th Grade Units:

1. Introduction to Science –  The scientific method and inquiry
2. Chemistry - Subtopics: Elements; The Periodic Table; Molecules; Compounds; Chemical Changes; and Chemical Reactions
3. Genetics – Subtopics: DNA, transcription, translation, genetic probability
4. Anatomy – Subtopics: Body Organization; and Body Systems
5. Astronomy – Subtopics: The Solar System; Gravity; Motion of Planets; Phases of Moon; Eclipses; and Tides.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Standardized Testing

Seventh grade students will take the science NWEA test in the Fall and Spring; no winter test. Students are tested in two areas on the science NWEA: “Concepts and Process” and “General Science Knowledge”. The grade-level Fall score for “Concepts and Processes” is 208. The grade-level Fall Score for “General Science Knowledge” is 209. Eighth grade students do NOT take the science NWEA test. 
Eighth grade students take the science MEAP. This year, all science MEAP questions are multiple choice, and test what they’ve learned in 4th – 7th grades. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Science Fair

 Last year was our fourth Annual Science Fair. A date for this year’s Science Fair has not yet been set, but last year it was at the end of March. Students will be responsible for designing and conducting an at-home experiment to answer a question that can be explored using the scientific method. Each student will need to prepare a visual presentation of their experiment on a Tri-Fold presentation board, PowerPoint, or web site. We ask that each family provide their student(s) with the materials for this project. Students are to choose a question to investigate that falls within the realm of family finances. Students will also need to get their question approved by their parents. It is my goal that there is significant dialogue between parents and students in regard to what type of question they will investigate. Students will be taught the scientific method in the Fall in order to give students plenty of time to select and complete their project in a quality manner. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Grade Weighting
In order to be successful in science, it is essential students work hard in a variety of areas.  A student’s grade is weighted based on the categories below. Absences from science class are HIGHLY discouraged, as much information is relayed verbally and understanding is gained through class activities and demonstrations. 
Formal, Summative Assessments (40%)
· Tests, quizzes, and other tasks that prove what the student has learned
· First semester, any student who earns a D+ or below on a written assessment has the opportunity to initiate a re-take of that test with the opportunity of correcting all mistakes in order to earn up to ½ of points missed. The only support which may be used when re-taking a quiz is the study guide for that particular topic. This is one reason it is very important to do thorough work on the study guide. Students should schedule their retakes with Mrs. Scaggs for during a lunch period.
· Second semester, no retakes on quizzes will be allowed.
Assignments (30%)

· Daily assignments, Worksheets, Short-answer questions

· Generally items given one day to complete

· In-Class Investigations/Labs or Cooperative Group-work
Projects (20%)

· Science Fair Project, Models, Posters, Written Papers, Presentations

· Research based assignments

· Items given several days to complete
Participation (10%)
· Class Notes
· Study group involvement and tasks
· In-class participation activities, or items done together in class.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Grade Book Symbols
DC – Don’t Calculate
· If you see a grade in the record book that has a “DC” next to the score, that grade is not figured in when computing the overall grade. DC means “Don’t Calculate”. 
· A “DC” with no grade next to the symbol means the student is excused from this assignment. A “DC” does not count against the student’s grade. 

M  - Missing 

· An “M” in the grade book indicates a missing assignment. An assignment could be missing for several reasons:
1. The student was absent on the day the assignment was turned in.
2. The student was present on the day the assignment was turned in and did not have the work.
3. The student was absent on the day the assignment was given, and is still within the grace period for the assignment according to the school handbook. 
· An “M” is calculated as a 0 in the grade book; however, the assignment will still be accepted. If an “M” is changed to a “0” then the assignment is too late to be accepted (without a late pass – see below).
L – Late
· As a general rule, late work is not accepted. (Make up work is not considered late work, unless the grace period has expired). Assignments must be turned in when collected or they will be considered late; and a zero will be entered in the grade book, meaning the assignment was not turned in on time. 
Late assignments include:

1. Work that is finished, but was left in the locker, or some other place.

2. Work not turned in when the assignment was collected and the student was present when the assignment was given. This includes assignments turned in even 1 minute late. 

3. Work that is incomplete at the start of class and does not receive a stamp.

4. Make-up work turned in after the number of days allotted by the student handbook.

· As a safety net, each student will be given two late passes per class per quarter. A late pass is different from a “free homework pass”. With a late pass, the student must still finish the work and attach a late pass to the assignment when they submit it. 
Late assignments do not include:

1. Make up work turned in within the timeframe allotted by the student handbook. Therefore, a late pass does NOT need to be submitted when make-up work is turned in within the grace period for the absence
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Homework

The amount of homework given each week varies depending on the unit we are studying. 

Any unfinished work from the day’s lesson is homework.  Homework is always due the next day we have class (at the beginning of class) unless otherwise stated. 
Hall passes will not be given to retrieve homework from your locker. It is your responsibility to be organized and prepared for class. Having your homework done, but in your locker is considered late and you will either take a 0 for the assignment or use one of your late passes.
Homework must be complete at the start of class, with the occasional exception of 2 -4 problems/questions you may have had trouble with and need to ask a clarifying question about. There will always be an opportunity to ask questions before the homework is corrected and collected. 
Also, if an assignment was given in class and due at the end of the hour and a student does not turn it in at that time, it is considered late. However, if a student has been working very diligently during the time given in class, and still needs extra time, that student may ask permission for a 1-day extension on that assignment before they leave class that day. This exception must be initiated by the student, and this privilege will be granted at the teacher’s discretion, based upon the student’s work habits for that class period and effort given toward the assignment. If an extension is given, it is expected that the student turn in the assignment at the beginning of the next class period or it will be late.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Extra Credit

Extra credit will be given to students who attend the Science Fair for 20 consecutive minutes while standing by their display, ready to politely answer questions of the science fair guests. 
Additional extra points may be added to individual assignments that stand out to me as a student going the extra mile. 

Most quizzes and tests have a “bonus question” worth 1 or 2 extra credit points toward the test grade. This item is usually something not covered on the study guide, but taught in class. 

“Challenge Assignments” are available to students continuously throughout the school year. Students can pick up these assignments in the classroom. This is a choice for students who finish their work early, or for students who want to take something extra home to work on. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 Ways You Can Be Involved
· Communicate – Questions, concerns, etc. about your student’s learning
· Attend Parent-Teacher Conferences
· Check the classroom website regularly to keep abreast of assignments and test dates. Subscribe to the blog through Facebook, Twitter, or your own RSS feeder/reader
· Help with Science Fair Take-Down
· Inform me of your connections to people who could enhance our science experience and learning
· Donate items for classroom experiments. Even a donation of one item is GREATLY appreciated! Items may be sent in any time. Preferably during the first quarter.

Items needed:
· 15 lbs of white flour 
· 8 boxes of food coloring (4 bottles/box, assorted colors) 
· 8 cans of iodized salt 
· 5 packages of balloons (any color, small, round) 
· 3 packages of steel wool (12 - 16 pieces of steel wool in each) 
· 2 gallons of regular vinegar 
Donations of these consumable items will help me be able to use my classroom money for instructional items for the classroom that can be used from year to year. Last year I purchased a human torso to use when we study anatomy. I also bought a classroom set of colorful periodic tables. This year I would like to buy digital scales and some other laboratory equipment we are in need of. Thank you for your support.
Please sign, complete and return the next page.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please return this page asap! It is worth 25 points toward 
your science grade!
Thank you! ~ Mrs. Scaggs

I have read and understand the information in the 7th/8th grade Science syllabus.

Circle Class Period: 
2nd
 3rd
 4th
5th
6th
7th
Student’s Name (printed): _____________________________________________________________ 


Student Signature: _______________________________________________Date: _______________

Parent/Guardian’s Name (printed): _____________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________Date: ______________
Please indicate if you are interested in being involved in any of the following ways:

· Science Fair Take-Down (this only took 20 minutes last year with about 10 people helping!)
· Informing me of your connections to people who could enhance our science experience and learning
· Donating items for experiments. Please indicate item(s) _______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Best way and time to contact you:

Phone: _______________________________________________ between: ____________
E-mail: _______________________________________________
Thank you for your support and vested interest in education!
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